


•The tireless Vallee 
visited country after country, interviewing 

witnesses, collecting metal 
fragments, and sifting through po/tee records.' 

In 1980 Jacques Val­
lee, one of the 
world's best-known 
UFO researchers, 
stopped appearing 
at UFO conferences. 
" People thought I 
was off on some 
philosophical moun­
tain," he says " But 
I'd JU&l decided I 
could spend my time 
best by investigating 
UFOs In the field. M 

es report humanoid 
creatures, Vallee be­
lieves that extrater­
restrial visitors may 
not resemble us so 
closely at all; in fact, 
he says, the chance 
of such a resem ­
blance is "very re­
mote." As an altema­
t ive to the ext ra­
ter..restrial hypothe­
sis, Vallee suggests 
UFOs may be intSfdi­
msnsional vehicles 
"that manipulate di· 
mansions from any­
where or any time." 

After a decade of 
held Investigations, 
Vallee Is back. Just 
about a year ago he 
published Dimen­
sions (Ballantine), 
which traced UFOs 
through recorded 
history and showed 
they have always 
been part of human 
experience. And in a 
sequel called Con­

UFO UPCf\ I E 

After reading Val­
lee's new book, Je­
rome Clar!<. vice pres­
ident of the Center 
for UFO Stud ies in 
Chicago, commends 
the research. " I like 
the nuts and bolts of 
h is work," says 

trontatlons (Ballantine), published this spnng, he attempts 
to correct what he says IS a dearth of careful research and 
reliable scientific dat8 In UFO Investigations today. 

"Most UFO books rely on hea{say, • Vallee declares. 
"But I wanted to meet the original witnesses r;u:N;I per· 
sonally visit the sites." As promised, Confrontations de­
scribes Vallee's stunning array of hands-on case studieS. 
In Costa Rica. for instance, he was given a piece of silvery 
metal from a supposed UFO and eventually had it broken 
down element by element under a scanning ion mass 
specb'OSCOpe. In France, after discussions with countless 
witnesses and Investigators, he calculated the "duration, 
dlatance, trajectory, sound, and luminosity parameters" of 
a series of UFOs. 

The spate of evidence he has gathered with so much 
care, Vallee says, has convinced him that UFOs are not 
necessarily extraterrestrial at all. For instance, witnesses 
recall UFOs appearing out of nowhere.·And while witness-

Clark. "The detail 1n these cases is new, startling, and 
1mpoRant. When he's functioning as the scientist that he·s 
quallfted to be [Vallee Is a trained astrophysicist and a com­
puter sci(mtist], he does a good JOb." 

The problem, according to Clark, Is when Vallee goes 
outside his SC1entific training. "His lnterdlmensional hy­
pothesis Is worthless," Clark opines. "To prove his flaky 
theory, hes been highly selective with his evidence." 

UFO ~ic Robert Sheaffer isn't thrilled even with the 
science. "Vallee aa:epts people's stories at face value, 
and he's not well versed In witness reliability; Sheaffer 
says "Normally, when a SCl9nt1st finds a contradiction, he 
knows something is wrong. When Vallee finds a con­
tradiction, he thinks It's profound." 

None of this deters Vallee. "Twenty years ago I believed 
In the extraterrestrial hypothesis," he says. "But now the­
oretical physics has invited us to look beyond the fourth 
dimension. "- MARK TEICH 
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If you've ever encountered 
a UFO, Contactee Is for yau. 
Edited by UFO photographer 
Ellen Cry$l1 this recenllV 
launched newalelter rs writ 
ten by and for peoplt who 
have had close encounlarS 
with UFOs. The~ 
quarterly already has a sma8 
but devoted COAi of 150 sub­
scribers, Crystall says. "And If 
they ve had a close encoun­
ter of the thltd fourth, or fifth 
kind(~~ 
with, or boMJlng an alei1 
craftl I write them special let 
ters when they subscribe. w 

According lo Crystall, who 
has seen many UFOs her­
self, cover stories are written 
by subacriber&:C(escrlbing 
their own first-person fr1llesU. 
gattons of UFOs. A Hot 
Spots column lists areas of 
high UFO activity. Other col­
umns focos on UFO photog­
raphy and gripes about the 
state of UFO research 
around the world today. 

The newsletter. Crystall 
adds. Is the voice of her new 
organlZatton-al caUed 
Contactee ~members 
do UFO field re aamch world­
wide ... , donl want1he mem­
bers ot Contactee b have 
cake and coffee In some­
body s IMng room she says. 
··1 want to see them conduct­
ing their research out in the 
field Lets go see the ships. 
It's the only Wllf we II make 
contact and learn what's 
really going on 

What do ottMlr UFOiogists 
think about Crystall and her 
new publication? Harley Rut­
ledge, a physics professor al 
Southeast Missouri State 
University, has enough faith 
to be on lhe Contactee board 

of adviser8. But he does 
hav8 some doubts. "I ihink 
she's brought some lnfonna­
Uon to the public; But to me. 
one of hetphotos looks like 
firecracker8 going oft .. 

Mark Rodeghler, scientific 
director of the Center for 
UFO Sludies, IS less un­
pressed still I don't feel she 
IS qualfted; he says. "or that 
her photos and data are 
very reliable. 

Bui CrystalJ intends to per­
sist The aliens are Out there. 
she says, operating high-tech 
8hlps and building mysterious 
lnatalla1ions underground. 
People used 10 lell me. 
Shhh don'ttall~'" 
she says. "But since Ive had 
all these ~igs. why not 
let others fcnow?" 

-Mark Teich 

jq snalatcame to my water 
trough on a hot, hot day. and 
I In pyjamas for the heat, to 
drink there." 

· -D. H. Lawrence 

Pravda recently carried a 
story that could make you 
think twice about napping 
outdoors 

The Soviet newspaper 
claimed lhat an eleven-year· 
old girl from Azerba1µm, near 
the C8spian Sea, grew 
sleepy after pid<ing tomaloes 
m lhe sun and took a snooze 
In the fields. When she WOke 
up, she was choking 

Rushed to a children's 
clinic In nearbV Baku. the girl 
was ~ 3.5 plnls of a salt 
solution IO'drink. The young­
ster soon recovered. accord­
ing ID Pravda. after vomiting 
up lhe cause of her dis­
tress-a 25 6-inch cauca­
saan cat snake. 

Assistant repble curator 
Dennis Herman of the At­
lanta Zoo says the chance of 
a snake slithering down a 
person's throat is highly Im­
probable. "There are several 
incidences of people waking 

up In the morning with a rat­
tlesnake coiled on top of 
them. To a snake, that's just 
a warm spot," he says. "But 
It's hard to believe a snake 
would survive in someone's 
stomach, where acids would 
digest it like any other meat:· 

Emory UrnvBf'Slty Hospital 
gaslroenlel'Olo Stanley 
Riepe adds 1hat although the 
story of the Soviet Qlrl 
80Ulds bizarre. it's physically 
possible to swallow a snake. 
'We do endoscopies with 
lighted flexible tubes, so we 
know individuals can easily 
swallow something the size 
and length of a snake," he 
says. ' But It seems unrlkely 
lhat you could do it and not 
be aware of rt. I have to won­
der If lhe girl had a seizure or 
whether she was totally con­
scious the whole time. Most 
of us have some gag reflex, 
and I can't Imagine that a 
snake going down her 
wouldn't gag her to some de­
gree."-Sherry Baker 
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